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Address
 Snow! There was something extra special to me 
about it this year. As I told whoever would listen: “Our 
first real winter in 7 years!” They call it ‘winter’ in Florida, 
but it’s just the name of the season, not the sensation of 
the experience. It feels good (and cold!) to be back. As 
I write this, the sun hasn’t yet risen, but there is already 
a luminous luster just outside the window as the snow 
continues to silently fall. And the feeling returns. It was 
exactly the same feeling I had when I was a kid. Snow...
and how it changed everything! Maybe when I ‘grow 
up’, I may feel different, but for now – I’m staying home 
and I’m going to let the world move on without me. At 
least, for a day or two. A gift…and a time to reflect. 
  What another great Christmas it’s been! In the 
irrepressible spirit of the season, what generosity, love, 
and caring the community has shown to thousands 
of people! Thank you! On behalf of the mother whose 
eyes filled with tears knowing her children would receive 
gifts from ‘Santa’. Thank you! On behalf of the mouths 
that will be fed for months to come. Thank you! For the 
warmth, and the smiles, and the encouragement, and 
the hope you helped make possible for so many. 
 Just like snow was exciting to me as a kid, so was 
Christmas. It still is. (Can you imagine winter without 
Christmas?) The snow will likely be gone by the time 
you read this, but the memory will linger. Likewise, 
the joy of the season will linger and may it continue to 
inspire us all. 

   Major Stan Colbert 
   Winston-Salem Area Commander

Majors Stan and Deborah Colbert
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A Time to

Trunk or Treat at  
Washington Park

 n December 2008, Blossom Smith was living  
 in California, a victim of human trafficking  
 and an abusive relationship with the father of 
her week old son. In desperation, with 50 dollars 
in her purse and everything she owned in a couple 
suitcases, she fled with her son to North Carolina, 
seeking refuge with a family she had never known. 
Within a few months though, she found herself 
and her son on the streets of Winston-Salem with 
nowhere else to go. That’s when she found her 
way to The Center of Hope Family Residence.
 “I cried my eyes out, I was so scared”, she 
recalls upon entering the Center of Hope. “But I 
remember they welcomed me with smiles, asking 
me if I had had anything to eat and if my son  
needed anything.” Taken in and given a safe 
refuge, she was assigned two case managers, 
Stella Idahor and Tonya Haizlip. “Stella asked me, 

They gave me an
“It sounds 
so simple 

but it means 
so much.” 

Blossom Smith 
Program  
Case Manager, 
The Salvation Army/ 
Pathway of Hope
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Planting the Seeds of the Future
Volunteers Build 
New Boys & Girls 
Club Garden
 he Salvation Army 
  Ken Carlson Boys 
 & Girls Club 
provides many valuable 
programs for its  
members. One that 
many people are  
unaware of is the  
Garden Club. The 
Garden Club gives 

T

  Reflect

T he Salvation Army Washington Park 
 Corps celebrated Halloween with its 
 second annual “Trunk or Treat.”

 ray and Mary Portis have been deeply involved with almost every aspect of  
 ministry in The Salvation Army of Greater Winston-Salem area for over 65  
 years. Gray and Mary have both provided leadership to Youth, Young Adult, 
Adult, Senior Adults, and Community Care Ministries, and have impacted the lives 
of countless people with the love of God. Community Care Ministries is a ministry 
within The Salvation Army in which members visit shut-ins, those in nursing 
homes, and hospitals. Army publications such as the War Cry and Southern Spirit  
magazines are shared, a listening 
ear is given, and prayer is offered.  
 The Portis’ recently  
celebrated Gray’s 90th birthday 
and even though Mary is in a  
nursing home, Gray can be found 
every day with the love of his life 
enjoying lunch together. 
 The Salvation Army is  
eternally grateful for the service  
of Gray and Mary Portis and for 
their years of unending love for  
God and for others. •

G

Mary (seated, left) and Gray Portis with 
Washington Park Corps Officer Lt. Karl Bush.

 Honoring 65 Years of 
Faithful Service

The Salvation Army is eternally grateful for the  
service of Gray and Mary Portis and for their years 

of unending love for God and for others

Dozens of children and their families enjoyed treats from the decorated trunks of 
vehicles, played games in the Corps parking lot, and snacked on popcorn and 
sno-cones. Many neighborhood families visited for the first time and it was a 
great day for fun, fellowship, and making friends. •

Trunk or Treat continued...

In winter, many or our neighbors  
must choose between heat and food. 
You can make a crucial difference for 

them, right now! To help, go to  
www.salvationarmyws.org  

and click Donate Now  Follow us on         and           @SalArmyWS Become Our Fan on Facebook



22

Address continued...

Planting continued...

“It’s part of  my calling as a 
Salvation Army Officer and 
one of  the most rewarding 

services I am called  
to perform.”

3

Karl Bush 
Lieutenant/The Salvation Army 
Winston-Salem

‘what do you want to do?’ I said I wanted 
to go to school.” Stella and Tonya helped 
Blossom get into school and eventually the 
Human Services program at Forsyth Tech.  
When her school advisor offered her a choice 
of internships, one was at The Salvation Army. 
Blossom jumped at the chance. She says, “I’d 

been on the other side, and it was a blessing 
to be able to give back.”
 After two semesters as an intern, Social  
Services Director Tashina Oladunjoye  
recognized Blossom’s potential and hired her 
as a part time employee. She was soon  
promoted to full time and now has a position 
as the Case Manager for a new Salvation 
Army program, the Pathway of Hope. 
 Blossom says the Center of Hope was a 

place to start. “They gave me an address. It 
sounds so simple but it means so much.” 
Today, Blossom Smith and her son Israel are 
out of poverty. Thanks to the help she received 
from The Salvation Army and the Center of 
Hope, Blossom now can say, “I moved out of 
public housing. I’m no longer on food stamps 
and Medicaid.” Flashing a bright smile, she 
says proudly, “I have arrived!” •

Volunteers, Toys 
and Tears of

Marine Corps League Toys for Tots set a new 
record with the collection of 34,653 toys!  
The Spirit of Christmas was alive in 2016 as 
donations to Angel Tree, Stuff a Stocking, and 
Gifts for Kids combined with the contribution of 
Toys for Tots, made Christmas morning merry 
for 6,105 children in Greater Winston-Salem. 

Our partners, FOX 8, Lowes Home  
Improvement, WXII 12, Krispy Kreme, WFMY 
News 2, Chick-fil-A, hundreds of volunteers, 
and many other groups and individuals made 
it all possible. Thank you! You are truly the 
“Army behind The Army!”

  oy!

members the hands-on experience of growing 
flowers, vegetables, and spices, and teaches 
lessons in nutrition. The kids harvest and eat 
the food they grow! 
 The Herbalife Corporation, along with  
donors and volunteers, pitched in with their 
time and donations to create a major  
expansion of the garden space this fall. The 
new fencing donated by Herbalife surrounds 

Above: Pictured with Boys & Girls Club 
members are, back row, far left,  

Annie Tyson Jett, Herbalife Manager of HR; 
Second from left, volunteer Stedman Jones 

and far right, Dennis Pollard, Herbalife VP  
of Manufacturing.

Serves
 he Greater Winston-Salem Mobile 
 Kitchen under the leadership of  
 Washington Park Corps Officer Lt. Karl 
Bush, deployed on October 5, to  
Charleston, South Carolina. Lt. Bush and 
his team member Phillip Redd were  
serving hot meals to emergency personnel  
a few hours after they got to Charleston. 
When the storm passed, they immediately 

hit the road into surrounding communities 
devastated by the wind and water, serv-
ing over 2,600 meals in two weeks and 
providing spiritual and emotional care to 
hundreds. Lt. Bush says of his work  
serving during disaster, “It’s part of my 
calling as a Salvation Army Officer and 
one of the most rewarding services I am 
called to perform.”

Into the Storm, The Army 

T

 In October, as Hurricane Matthew bore down, The Salvation Army of Greater Winston-Salem was called to service in 
a manner historically consistent with a key component of our mission. 
 Since the September 1900 hurricane that devastated Galveston, Texas, killing over 5,000 people, The Salvation Army 
has served survivors of disasters both natural and man-made, including being the first service units on the scene in New 
York City after the 9/11 attack. Providing food, shelter, prayer, and comfort is a Salvation Army tradition.

At Breakfast with Santa: From left... Major Colbert; 
Village Tavern GM Chef Daniel Glascoe with daugh-
ter Chloe (in his arms); Santa! and wife Sheila with 

their daughter, Lillian..

Below: Major Colbert with Reynolds American employees 
and George Gerdes (in uniform) of Toys for Tots.

a space full of gardening beds twice the size 
of the previous garden. Many thanks to all 
who took part, including Jeanine Bennett, New 
Garden Landscape & Nursery, Lowes Home 
Improvement, Jimmy Smith, Weeds n Seeds 
Garden Club, Randall Holman, Holman  
Fencing, and Hanesbrands. •




